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Executive	Summary  

Statement	of	Problem 

  Every year, the ocean is becoming more and more polluted with plastics. These plastics 

can be broken down into very tiny pieces but they can have a massive impact on the 

environment. The Hairy Snatcher aims to shed some light on the ways in which some people are 

more affected by the problem of marine plastic pollution due to their social locations and body 

structure. 

Through the presence of micro plastics in the ocean marine animals often mistaken 

plastics for food. When we eat those animals the chemicals from plastics in their bodies 

accumulate in ours and influence the hormone systems in our bodies. This accumulation also 

impacts our future generations, even if they have not eaten plastic-containing animals, because it 

influences the ovaries and the eggs contained in them. This is a major problem because it 

prevents certain communities from being able to reproduce and thrive. Generally, may know that 

it impacts entire communities but people do not acknowledge this to be an issue of reproductive 

justice. To help fix this, the Hairy Snatcher intends to increase conversation around this topic.  

Methodology 

  In creating a technology that would spark conversation around the topic of marine micro 

plastics and their impact on the reproductive systems of those with uteruses, we chose a 

performative approach. We created a technology that resembled a reproductive system; the 

technology includes ovaries, Fallopian tubes, a uterus, a vagina, and a vulva. It is made from 

cheap materials which can be substituted for others fairly easily. Our intent was to produce an 

object that was eye-catching enough to start a conversation; as well, we wanted to demonstrate 

the impossibility of ridding a reproductive system of hormone influencing chemicals once they 

have already entered the body.  

List	of	Main	Findings 

  In the construction of the Hairy Snatcher, we ran into difficulties with the mechanics and 

the design. As we tried to make the technology look more accurate, we ran into several setbacks 

such as finding a way to fasten the Fallopian tubes to the uterus. Through conversations with our 

classmates we also found that the technology was not easily recognized as a reproductive system. 

This is a problem because in order for our goal and objective to be achieved, the technology 
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needed to be recognized as a reproductive system. It is difficult to start conversation on the topic 

of marine plastics and their impact on reproductive systems if users do not know what the 

technology is supposed to resemble. Finally, we did not catch any plastics with our technology. 

The goal of the Hairy Snatcher was to incite conversation so designing it to catch plastics was 

not a high priority.  

Literature	Review  

Introduction	to	Plastics 

  Since the early 19th century plastics have become a normal part of everyday life 

(Derraik, 2002), we encounter them in many things throughout our daily lives (Thompson et al, 

2009). Take a look around you, you’ll probably notice a few things straight away that are made 

of plastic or have plastics in them somewhere. While plastics may be great for consumers and 

industry in that they are inexpensive compared to alternatives (Derraik, 2002), they aren’t so 

great for our environment and the creatures that live in it (including us human creatures) 

(Derraik, 2002). What’s that saying? All roads lead to Rome? Well in the life of plastic, all roads 

led to the ocean. Eventually, plastics will inevitably find their way into our oceans. 80% of all 

ocean plastics come from land (Liboiron, 2016). In his paper “The pollution of the marine 

environment by plastic debris: a review”, José Derraik states: “[t]he literature on marine debris 

leaves no doubt that plastics make-up most of the marine litter worldwide.” (2002, p. 843), and 

estimates it at between 60% and 80% of marine litter. In their paper, “Plastics, the environment 

and human health: current consensus and future trends”, R.C Thompson, et al, quote that: “there 

are reports of more than 100 000 items m– 2 on some shorelines and up to 3 520 000 items km– 2 

at the ocean surface” (2009, p. 2154)  

When we talk about marine plastics, or plastic pollution we’re primarily concerned with 

micro plastics, or plastic particles less than 5mm. Plastics of this size make up about 93% of all 

plastic debris (Liboiron, 2016). The main problems with plastics pollution in our oceans is the 

effect on marine life in the form of ingestion and entanglement (Derraik, 2002). Research has 

shown that ingesting plastics “can reduce food uptake, cause internal injury and death following 

blockage of intestinal tract” (Derraik, 2002, p. 845). One study showed that 35% of studied bird 

species had plastics in their remains (Derraik, 2002). However; marine life are pretty resilient 

and can survive if they have ingested plastics (though as shown earlier it is not exactly great for 

them either). What is a bigger concern are the chemicals they might be ingesting from these 
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plastics (Libioron, 2016). Many of these plastics are endocrine disruptors such as methyl 

mercury and BPA; we’ll get into why these are harmful in the next section. Entanglement is the 

other main threat to marine life, you may or may not be familiar with campaigns to stop throwing 

out plastic ring holders from cans, or being told to cut them so they can’t entangle sea life? In 

figure 1 you can see a picture of Peanut the turtle who was trapped in a six-page six and grew 

around it (Andrew, 2016). Marine life can become trapped in larger pieces of debris like old 

fishing nets and lines that get discarded (Thompson, 2009). 

Figure	1:	Peanut	the	Turtle	trapped	in	a	six-pack	ring.	

Source:	Andrew,	E.	(2016).	

In terms of life here in Newfoundland we’re mostly looking at plastics as a local issue, in 

that most of the plastic pollution here is coming from local sources (unlike other areas of the 

world that end up with plastics from all over, thanks to various ocean currents) (Liboiron, 2016). 

Marine	plastics	and	Endocrine-disrupting	chemicals	

“The	durability	of	plastics	and	their	potential	for	diverse	applications,	
including	widespread	use	as	disposable	items,	were	anticipated,	but	the	
problems	associated	with	waste	management	and	plastic	debris	were	not”	
(Thompson	et	al.,	2009,	p.2153).	

Marine debris, as defined by The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA), is “any persistent solid material that is manufactured and processed” that makes its 

way into the marine environment, directly or indirectly, and on purpose or accidentally (Brander 

et al., 2011, p. 474). Plastics are part of this debris, and can contain a variety of chemicals that 
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make the plastic flexible, flame resistant, colourful, strong, and unaffected by heat and light 

(Thompson et al., 2009, p.2154). Medical equipment, cosmetics, food packaging, flooring 

materials, perfumes, and computers all contain plastic and their component chemicals, such as 

Bisphenol A (BPA) (Thompson et al., 2009, p.2154). Marine plastics are found in all oceans and 

many bodies of freshwater (Thompson et al., 2009, p.2154) with streams, rivers, sewers, and 

flooding events moving plastics into coastal areas, where they are picked up by ocean currents 

and taken out to open water (Brander et al., 2011, p.474). There is evidence of marine animals, 

such as seabirds and turtles, ingesting plastic when they have mistaken it for prey (Brander et al., 

2011, p.474).  

The leakage of chemicals from marine plastics has serious consequences for not only 

aquatic animal life, but also for human health; toxic substances make their way up the food chain 

as marine animals eat plastics and then humans eat marine animals (Thompson et al., 2009, 

p.2156). A major concern about these toxic substances is the endocrine (EN-doh-crin)-disrupting 

chemicals (EDC) that interrupt “… hormone regulation in the cells of organisms” (Brander et al., 

2011, p. 474). When an EDC enters a cell of a living organism it acts as a natural hormone, and 

can contribute to the growth of tumours, change mating behaviours and reproductive capability, 

and negatively affect young (Brander et al., 2011, p. 474). Figure 2 below illustrates how EDCs 

enter and change cells. 

 



T h e 	 H a i r y 	 S n a t c h e r 	|	5	
	

 
Figure	2:	The	cellular	pathway	of	hormone	disruption.	

Source:	Brander	et	al.,	2011,	p.	475	

Thompson et al. state that “[e]exposures through ingestion, inhalation and dermal 

contact” are all major ways that humans are exposed to EDCs, and that an assortment of 

chemicals have been shown to be present in human populations (2009, p.2157). Obesity, 

cardiovascular disease, abnormal liver enzymes, type-2 diabetes, liver cancer, and a wide range 

of neonatal abnormalities have been linked to exposure to EDCs (Thompson et al., 2009, p. 

2157-2158). Endocrine-disrupting chemicals have potentially lifelong and intergenerational 

effects on human reproduction and development. These chemicals may negatively affect the 

fertility of future generations, and the changes they produce may be epigenetic; that is, they may 

be passed on to future generations (Lee and Mykitiuk, 2016, p. 1). “[P]reterm births and 

spontaneous abortions”, along with early menopause, endometriosis and shorter periods of 

pregnancy have all been shown to be consequences of exposure to chemicals found in plastics 

(Lee and Mykitiuk, 2016, p.4). See table 1 below for further examples of endocrine-disrupting 

chemicals and their effects (Brander et al., 2011, 476). 
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Toxic Compound Use Effect(s) Plastic Type(s) 

Bisphenol A (BPA) Plasticizer, can liner Mimics estrogen PVC, PC 

Phthalates Plasticizer, artificial 
fragrances- 

Interferes with 
testosterone,- 
sperm motility 

PS, PVC 

Persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs) 

Pesticides, flame 
  retardants, etc. 

Possible neurological 
  and reproductive 
Damage 

All plastics 

Dioxins Produced in 
manufacture 
of PVC, during waste 
incineration 

Carcinogen, interferes- 
with testosterone- 

All plastics 

Nonylphenol Antistatic, antifog, 
surfactant 

(in detergents) 

Mimics estrogen PVC 

Polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons 

(PAHs) 

Produced when fossil 
fuels are burned 

Developmental and 
reproductive toxicity 

All plastics 

Polychlorinated 
biphenyls- 

(PCBs) 

Electronics 
manufacture 

Interferes with thyroid- 
Function 

All plastics 

Styrene monomer 
  
  

Structure of 
polystyrene 

Forms DNA adducts PS 

Table	1:	Toxic	compounds	in	or	associated	with	plastics:	their	uses	and	effects.	

Source:	Brander et al., 2011, p.476 	

Reproductive	Justice	
“Reproductive Justice is the complete physical, mental, spiritual, political, social, and 

economic well-being of women and girls, based on the full achievement and protection of 

women's human rights” (The Pro-Choice Public Education Project, n.d.). These human rights 

include, but are not limited to, access to abortion, birth control options, freedom from 
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reproductive oppression, domestic violence intervention, employment equity, prenatal care, safe 

neighborhoods, and ending police and institutional brutality (SisterSong, n.d.). Indigenous 

scholars stress that reproductive justice is tied to the environment, and both group and individual 

rights, as conditions in communities directly affect a woman’s ability to determine her 

reproductive health and choices; “[t]he concept of environmental reproductive justice involves 

ensuring that a community's reproductive capabilities are not inhibited by environmental 

contamination” (Hoover et al., 2012, p. 1646). 

Feminist	Technology	
  Feminism is a social movement that advocates for the equity of all people. Feminists 

believe that the dominant patriarchal society that exists has brought about the oppression of 

women and many other minority groups, including women, queer people, people with 

disabilities, non-white people, etc. In other words, patriarchal societies generally privilege people 

who are cisgender men, people who are straight, people who are white, etc. Technology is a 

system (either physical or non-physical) that is both an application of knowledge and a way to 

create knowledge. However, it must be acknowledged by both the creator and the user of the 

technology that the knowledge it produces is not objective. While we are conditioned to believe 

that technology refers only to an object, Wajcman (2009) helps clarify that technology includes 

“not only artefacts but also the cultures and practices associated with technology”. This feminist 

definition shows us that technology encompasses much more than we had initially thought. From 

this, we can gain a deeper understanding of how technology can both influence and be influenced 

by the society in which it exists. 

Our technology is feminist because it attempts to give privilege to those who are not 

usually privileged in our society, namely people who are not cis, straight, white, middle-/upper-

class men. It does this in several ways. First of all, it is made cheap and easily found materials. 

They can also be substituted for other materials if needed. This is an attempt to break away from 

a capitalist system that puts the highest value on money. This technology is designed so that 

people from low socioeconomic classes would have the same opportunity to recreate and use it 

as people from higher socioeconomic classes. We also resist capitalism in this technology by 

making both the appearance and the name of the technology lewd. Portrayals of vaginas and/or 

vulva are usually taboo in our society and these are very prominent in our technology. The name 

“Hairy Snatcher” also has negative connotations. By making the technology lewd and shocking 
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in both name and appearance, we are reducing the chance that it will be commercialized and 

used for profit. Again, this will make it more accessible to a wider variety of people. 

Typically coded feminine symbols are also used in the Hairy Snatcher to counteract the 

notion that science and technology is a man’s (and therefore masculine) domain. A reproductive 

system that includes a vagina, a vulva, ovaries, a uterus, and Fallopian tubes are almost always 

associated with females. The bright pink colour we used for the tights is also a symbol of 

femininity in our culture. In her study of gendered shavers, van Oost (year) discusses the 

construction of technological incompetence as feminine. Our intent in using symbols that 

commonly associated with women and femininity was to equate them with technological 

competence. 

The last way in which the Hairy Snatcher is a feminist technology is in its main goal. 

This technology marks one small step in giving all communities the right to reproduce and 

thrive. In its appearance and its performance, it helps to describe a significant issue in our society 

of which few are aware. This is an issue that has a great impact on people with uteruses whom 

are not usually given privilege.  

Detailed	Methods 

What	is	it?  

  Our technology, the Snatcher, is a performative piece that is meant to grab the attention 

of the viewer. The Snatcher has the outer appearance of a female’s reproductive system, from 

ovary to vulva. The internal workings allow it to function as a plastic catching device, in fact, a 

plastic snatcher. It encompasses several conversations surrounding feminist discourses and the 

possibilities of feminist technologies. Inspired by babylegs, it is trawl made of inexpensive and 

‘girlish’ looking material. The easily found or mimicked materials serve as an antagonist to our 

capitalist society, and also the University’s policy on the privatization of technology. The 

Snatcher is meant as a lewd commentary on the masculinization of popular technologies and on 

female reproductive justice. In all aspects of the Snatcher, it performs it purpose. From catching 

plastics in its fallopian tubes to its shocking imagery, the Snatcher juxtaposes the ultimate 

symbol of femininity with a science conducting technology.  
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Materials	
Item 
 

What It’s 
Used For 

Pros of this 
material 

Cons of this 
material 

Alternatives 
to this 
material 

Do Not Use 
 
 

Activia 
yogurt 
container 

The “body” of 
The Snatcher; 
represents the 
vagina, the 
cervix, and the 
uterus  

1) Is a common 
object available to 
many people 
2) Is firm enough 
not to break under 
pressure, but 
flexible enough to 
bend into the 
desired shape  
3) Can be cut to 
affix other 
materials 
4) Floats in water 
5) Reminds 
people the 
commercial 
linking women’s 
digestive health 
and eating this 
brand of yogurt, 
further inserting 
women’s bodies 
into The Snatcher 

1) Is made of 
plastic, therefore 
perpetuating the 
use of plastic by 
consumers 
2) Does have the 
potential to leach 
plastic into the 
inside of The 
Snatcher and the 
environment  
3) Is made of thin 
plastic, so it can 
split if any cuts 
made in it are not 
reinforced 
4) Can trap a lot of 
water inside The 
Snatcher, possibly 
leading to mold/rot 
if not cleaned/aired 
out sufficiently  

Any other 
long yogurt 
container, 
Long butter 
tubs, ice 
cream tubs, 
medium-
width and 
thickness 
plastic/rubber 
piping 

1) Metal piping: 
With the 
exclusion of 
aluminum, 
metals can be 
difficult to 
pierce, 
inflexible, and 
generally do not 
float well 
2) Thick plastic 
piping: This 
may be difficult 
to pierce, may 
be inflexible, 
and may not 
float well; 
bathtub tests 
would be 
necessary to see 
the buoyancy of 
this kind of 
material 
 

Children’
s tights in 
red and 
pink 
shades 

Covering the 
copper scrub 
pad, covering 
the foam pipe 
cuffer 
“fallopian 
tubes”, 
covering the 
yogurt 
container; 
tights mimic 
skin and 
muscle  

1) It is easily 
sourced and 
bought for 
relatively cheap 
(anywhere from 
$5 to $15 dollars 
in department, 
dollar, and 
grocery stores) 
2) Variety of pink 
and red shade 
options mimic the 
external and 
internal colours of 
the human body 

1) Can fray/get a 
run if torn/cut 
2) Can hold a lot of 
water, possibly 
leading to mold/rot 
if not cleaned/aired 
out sufficiently 
 

 

Any material 
that is net-
like and will 
let water flow 
through, such 
as silk or 
cotton; this 
material will 
have to be cut 
and sewn into 
the desired 
shape  

1) Nylons: They 
are see-through, 
thus exposing 
the kind of 
container you 
are using, they 
rip more easily, 
and are not 
always available 
in a variety of 
colours; they 
may be effective 
if multiple pairs 
are used, 
however this 
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3) Colour used on 
copper scrub pad 
can reflect the 
skin colour of a 
variety of peoples 
(i.e. brown, tan, 
peach, olive, 
black, etc.) 
4) Material is 
durable, stretches 
without difficulty, 
and can be sewn 
easily  
5) Is the right size 
and shape to 
cover the entire 
Snatcher without 
having to cut the 
tights or have any 
extra material 
6) Material in 
tights is ideal for 
allowing micro-
plastics to pass 
through and 
trapping the 
plastics while 
letting the water 
move through it 
without any 
obstacle 
7) Soft material 
helps ensure that 
marine life caught 
in The Snatcher, 
such as crabs, will 
not be harmed 
8) Pink is an 
unusual colour to 
find in marine 
plastics, so it is 
easier to identify 
if the sample of 
micro-plastics has 
been 

may hinder 
construction and 
deconstruction   
2) Material that 
is not net-like, 
such as leather, 
as this will not 
allow for water 
to flow through 
your Snatcher 
and may sink it  
3) Plastic 
netting: this may 
contaminate 
your sample of 
micro-plastics 
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contaminated by 
your Snatcher 
9) Pink is often 
associated with 
“feminine”, so it 
disrupts to norm 
of science being 
“masculine” 

Children’
s or 
adults 
tights/nyl
ons for 
inside 
stuffing 

Used inside of 
The Snatcher 
to round the 
top of the 
yogurt 
container (the 
cervix) for 
anatomical 
correctness, 
and catch any 
plastic 
particles that 
enter The 
Snatcher  

1) The 
nylons/tights are 
bunched, causing 
a multi-layer 
sieve system to 
catch as many 
plastics as 
possible 
2) The 
nylons/tights 
allow for water to 
flow through 
without obstacle 
3) Nylons/tights 
are widely 
available and 
cheap (anywhere 
from $5 to $15 in 
department, 
dollar, and 
grocery stores) 
4) Soft material 
helps ensure 
marine life caught 
in The Snatcher 
won’t be harmed 
5) Tights are 
often associated 
with “feminine”, 
so it disrupts the 
norm of science 
being 
“masculine”  

1) May dislodge 
and float out of 
your Snatcher 
2) May hold water, 
possibly leading to 
mold/rot if not 
cleaned/aired out 
sufficiently 

Any material 
that is net-
like and will 
let water flow 
through, such 
as silk or 
cotton 

1) Plastic 
netting: This 
may 
contaminate 
your sample of 
micro-plastics 
2) Material that 
is not net-like, 
such as leather, 
as this will not 
allow for water 
to flow through 
your Snatcher 
and may sink it 

White 
rope 

Used to mimic 
a tampon 
string and hold 
on to The 
Snatcher 

1) Allows the user 
to keep control of 
The Snatcher, 
either by holding 
it or tying the 

1) It may hold 
water, possibly 
leading to mold/rot 
if not cleaned/aired 
out sufficiently 

Any 
white/red 
non-plastic 
rope (as this 
might 

1) Chains: No 
tampon is pulled 
by a chain and 
this many sink 
The Snatcher 
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rope to a fixed 
point 
2) Floats in water 
3) Calls to mind 
the use of 
tampons by 
people with 
vaginas and the 
plastic waste 
generated by this 
use, as well as the 
interconnectednes
s of bodies to the 
environment 
4) Seen as a 
“feminine” item, 
therefore disrupts 
the norm of 
science being 
seen as 
“masculine” 
5) Cheap and 
relatively easy to 
source  

2) The rope may 
snap or fray if 
placed in rough 
water or rubs 
against something 
for a prolonged 
period of time 
3) The rope may 
come loose from 
The Snatcher if 
placed in very 
rough water 

contaminate 
your sample), 
white/red 
string  

2) Thread: This 
would be too 
flimsy to stand 
up to much 
pulling or 
movement  

Red 
Thread 

Used to sew 
The Snatcher 
together and to 
cover part of 
the white rope 
to mimic blood 
on a tampon 
string 

1) Is reflective of 
a woman’s 
“traditional” craft 
of sewing, so 
disrupts the norm 
of science and 
building as 
“masculine” 
2) Using red 
thread to point out 
blood on the 
white rope 
(tampon string) 
disrupts the norm 
of science being 
“masculine” and 
shows the 
interconnectednes
s of bodies in the 
environment 
3) Is cheap and 
easily sourced 

1) User must have 
a basic 
understanding of 
how to sew  
2) Can rip/put a run 
in tights if sewn too 
tight 
3) Stitches can be 
ripped if the water 
is rough or The 
Snatcher catches on 
something pointed  

Red tape 1) Plastic 
thread/fishing 
line: It may 
contaminate 
your sample and 
may tear the 
tights 
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4) Blends in with 
the red tights 

Foam 
pipe 
cuffers 

Used to create 
the fallopian 
tubes and keep 
the vulva in 
place 

1) Using a “man’s  
material” on an 
extremely 
feminine object 
disrupts the norm 
of science and 
building as 
“masculine” 
2) Floats in water 
3) Waterproof 
4) Firm yet 
flexible material 
allows for 
movement and 
structural 
integrity 
5) Cheap and 
sourced fairly 
simply from a 
hardware store 
(~$3 at Canadian 
Tire for 60 inches 
of material) 
6) Easy to cut 

1) Is made of 
plastic, potentially 
contaminating the 
sample 
2) Can be ripped if 
too much pressure 
is applied  

Rubber 
piping 

1) Plastic 
piping: This is 
generally 
inflexible but 
may work if it is 
not too thick 
2) Metal piping: 
This would be 
too inflexible  
 

Copper 
scrub pad 

Used to create 
the vulva 

1) Using a 
“woman’s object” 
to build a science 
project disrupts 
the norm of 
science and 
building being 
“masculine” 
2) Firm yet 
flexible material 
allows for 
movement and 
structural 
integrity 
3) The net-like 
structure allows 
for water to flow 
through but 
plastics to be 
caught in the 

1) Can be easily 
bent by an impact 
to The Snatcher  
2) Needs support to 
stay in place and 
maintain its shape  
 

Small metal 
netting able 
to be made 
into an oval-
like shape, 
fabric net-
like material 
(cotton, silk) 
stuffed and 
made into an 
oval-like 
shape, a 
scrunchie  

1) Plastic scrub 
pad: This would 
most likely 
work, but may 
also contaminate 
your sample 
2) Anything 
breakable or 
crushable: there 
is tension on the 
vulva and any 
impact may 
shatter/crush 
The Snatcher 
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tights surrounding 
it 
4) Made of metal 
so it will not 
contaminate the 
sample 
5) Designed to be 
in water, so it will 
not rust 
6) Shape of the 
scrub pad lends 
itself to being 
transformed into a 
vulva 
7) Cheap and 
relatively easy to 
source (~$6 at 
Home Hardware 
for a pack of 
three) 
8) Lends itself to 
a lewd, but 
effective, 
alternate name for 
The Snatcher, the 
C.U.N.T. (Copper 
Underwater 
Netting 
Technology)  

Zip ties Used to secure 
the ovaries to 
the fallopian 
tubes 

1) Easily attached 
to anything  
2) Cheap and 
readily available 
in hardware, 
garden, and dollar 
stores 
3) Secure with 
minimal chance 
of coming undone 
4) Durable  

1) Too much 
tension on the foam 
pipe cuffer (the 
fallopian tubes) 
may rip them 
2) Can be tricky to 
pierce the fallopian 
tubes because of 
extreme flexibility 
3) Are made of 
plastic so they 
might contaminate 
the sample 

String, tape, 
metal hose 
clamps 

1) Rubber 
bands: they may 
slip off or tear 
the foam 
fallopian tubes 
2) Glue: This 
may melt your 
foam tubes 
and/or come 
apart in the 
water 
3)Metal/plastic/c
otton thread: 
may not be 
sturdy enough to 
withstand time 
in rough water 
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and may slice 
through the 
foam tubes 

Duct tape Used to secure 
the holes cut in 
the yogurt 
container 

1) Using a “man’s 
material” on an 
extremely 
feminine object 
disrupts the norm 
of science and 
building as 
“masculine” 
2) Cheap and 
easily purchased 
at many locations 

1) May come off in 
the water 

Possibly 
contact 
cement or 
crazy glue 

1) Masking or 
Scotch tape: 
They will 
definitely come 
off in the water 
2) White glue: 
This will also 
dissolve in water 

Human 
hair 

Used to 
simulate pubic 
hair on the 
vulva 

1) Hair is found 
on a body 
naturally, and this 
addition to The 
Snatcher thumbs 
its nose at societal 
pressures to 
remove pubic hair   
2) The “feminine” 
hair disrupts 
norms that say 
science is 
“masculine”  
3) Is cheap and 
can be sourced 
from salons or 
drains at home 
4) Makes The 
Snatcher more 
recognizable as a 
vulva and internal 
reproductive 
organs 

1) May hold a lot 
of water, possibly 
leading to mold/rot 
if not aired 
out/cleaned 
sufficiently  

Pet hair, 
string, thread, 
fabric strips, 
non-plastic 
rope 

1) Fleece: This 
will contaminate 
your sample, as 
it is plastic fiber  
2) Plastic rope: 
This may 
contaminate 
your sample 

Table	2:	List	of	Materials	and	Alternatives	
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The	Schematics		
 

  
Figure	3:	Original	Snatcher	Drawing	

Source:	Jayme	Power	
	

	 	 	
Figures	4	and	5:	Finished	Snatcher,	post	hysterectomy	surgery	

Source:	Jayme	Power	
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How	does	it	work? 

  The Snatcher works as a trawl that you can either flick out into the water or attach 

somewhere along the shoreline. As a trawl, its function is to filter little pieces of marine plastics 

out of the water. However, our trawl is more of a performance piece than a practical one. First 

and foremost we want our Snatcher to start a conversation around reproductive justice. By 

absorbing plastics into the vagina and fallopian tubes, the Snatcher symbolizes the absorption of 

toxic plastic waste into the female body, thus effecting her ability to have healthy children if she 

so chooses. Also, the abundance of plastics and the toxins that they carry in the environment, 

have a massive effect on the health of individuals who eat marine life or drink unfiltered 

water.  Even if this end is not met, we can still hope to normalize the visibility of female 

genitalia by openly and unashamedly fishing for plastics with our Snatcher in public spaces. The 

Snatcher also embodies Marxist feminist values by disallowing academia to profit off of their 

students. This technology is too easily recreated to actually stand making anyone any serious 

money. It also challenges the popular appearance of masculinity in technology and science by 

creating a tech that looks very much feminine.   

How	is	it	similar	or	different	to	other	methods?	 

		 Any work done with the goal of reproductive justice in mind takes on many forms, from 

protests to scholarly articles, all of which are aimed at different audiences. Our provocative piece 

of technology is different from writing articles or having academic discussions but akin to 

protests, because it is a performative act in a public space. The Hairy Snatcher is meant to be 

evocative and potentially inflammatory, but in a small scale way that is very localized and 

community-specific. It is an object with a message and purpose, and not an individual or group 

saying speaking truth to power. There is anti-establishment rhetoric in The Hairy Snatcher, 

however, as it is constructed of mostly found or cheap objects and is quite obviously feminine in 

nature, bucking the trend of science being dominate by men. 

 Other reproductive justice groups and methods focus on specific factors of difference, 

such as, but not limited to, ethnicity, gender, sexual identity, (dis)ability, and/or socioeconomic 

status. Our technology tackles reproductive justice more broadly in terms of plastics and toxic 

pollutants; while it does not necessarily comment on interlocking systems of oppression, it does 

not negate it either. Those conversations can be had and should be encouraged by those using 

and viewing the technology. The Hairy Snatcher can be the reproductive system of anyone with 
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Fallopian tubes, a vagina, and a uterus, and is not limited to any particular ethnicity or gender 

identity.   

 Our technology engages with academic discourses of women in science, environmental 

pollution, and reproductive justice. This is similar to scholarly work done in classroom 

discussion and when writing articles and books.  The Raucous Caucus did research in order to 

discuss and do the building of our technology, the concepts and goals we wanted to imbue The 

Hairy Snatcher with, and the evaluation of our success, and the model of group work needed to 

finish the project and report. We produced a written report with citations of supporting scholarly 

work by others, similar to reports/articles produced by institutions, but dissimilar to some 

grassroots movement’s use of personal narratives as evidence of validity.		

How	to	use	the	Snatcher	
Playing	with	your	Snatcher!	

We tested two deployment methods with our Snatcher, however; all Snatchers are unique 

so find what works best for you! Just relax and enjoy yourself.  

Method	#1	
1. Grab a hold of your Snatcher by the body and toss it out into still water. It’s okay to be a 

little rough; your Snatcher can take it.  

2. Pull your Snatcher back in slowly by its rope 

3. Rinse and Repeat until you are satisfied 

Method	#2	
1. If you prefer to be a little more gentle with your Snatcher, find a body of slow moving 

water  

2. Tie off the Snatcher by its rope and let the water run over it. In our test our Snatcher 

oscillated slightly with the flow of water, for this reason we don’t believe it could handle 

taking it faster.  

3. Let your Snatcher stay there in the stream for however long you like and then pull it back 

in by its rope when you are done. 

Checking	for	Plastics 

  In order to check our Snatcher for plastics we have to perform a hysterectomy and 

exploratory surgery on it. A hysterectomy, as per Merriam-Webster is “the surgical removal 
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of the uterus”.  

 

Start by taking a scalpel* and making an incision where the vulva meets the trunk of the  

Snatcher.  

Figure	6:	First	Incision	

Source:	Jayme	Power	

 

Be sure to cut all the way around. 
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Figures	7	and	8:	Continue	cutting	

Source:	Jayme	Power	

 

 Take the flesh from the trunk and pull it up to expose the insides.  

Figure	9:	Expose	the	Insides	

Source:	Jayme	Power	

 

Now that you’re inside you’re going to explore the cavity for plastics, remove the uterus**, 

check the tubes and ovaries. 

 

 



T h e 	 H a i r y 	 S n a t c h e r 	|	21	
	

	

Figures	10	and	11:	Checking	the	Ovaries	and	Uterus	

Source:	Jayme	Power	

Our Snatcher was plastics free, and we expect a full recovery from surgery. 

* Scalpel - seam ripper. 

** Uterus -pantyhose/padding inside Snatcher. 

Findings 

Design 

  Initially our design did not include fallopian tubes, the addition of these came up through 

our group discussions. However; the tubes becoming a reality proved to be one of the more 

tedious parts of the project. Our first idea was to attach the tube to the yogurt container on either 

side with zip ties but we realized that doing so would likely tear our tights. We couldn’t come up 

with a way to secure them to the sides without damaging our tights so we opted to invert the ends 

of the tights and tie them on inside the yogurt container. However; this did not result in the same 

aesthetic that securing them to the side would have.  

Another thing we found was that we overestimated how much of the tights we would 

have left after sewing the vulva together. When we tested it, the tubes attached to the loop in the 

tights and sat flush against the yogurt container without issue, but once we had the vagina sewn 
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we lost some of the flexibility we had had when we first tested attaching the tubes to the 

container. This caused the tubes to be pulled through the container towards the opening of our 

device. The plus side of this is that this position of tubes is likely what allowed it to float on top 

of the water so well when we tested it. Rather than the tubes being on the end of the device 

where they might have caused an imbalance they were pulled into the center of the device.  

One thing that worked really well was the design of the actual vulva, specifically the 

combination of the red ombre tights and one group member’s sewing skills. Had we not had any 

one in our group with sewing skills our finished project would look very different.  

Testing 

  We decided to test the device in two ways, as mentioned in our how to guide above. The 

first method was to toss it out into a calm body of water (in this case, The Gut at Quidi Vidi in 

St. John’s) and drag it. One question that was asked was how do we know throwing it like that 

won’t cause any plastics we might catch to fall out? This is a very valid question we had not 

considered. This led us to method #2. This method involved tying The Snatcher of and letting it 

float in a slow moving body of water.  

Some things which should also be considered are plastics. One thing related to plastics is 

that The Snatcher’s tubes may block the entrance of our device. This means that marine plastics 

may not be able to enter the device. Another thing to remember is that our device is not free of 

plastic materials. This could mean there is a possibility of contamination of any collected plastics 

from the materials used.  

The Snatcher floated from side to side in a consistent motion while in the water which 

was interesting (and hypnotizing). The tubes worked as rudders allowing for this to happen. 

After asking a few of our classmates we discovered that in the water, the Snatcher did not 

actually look the way we built it to look.  

These findings were duplicated when a few of our classmates got up and close with the 

Snatcher and admitted to us that it does not resemble a vagina or attached reproductive parts 

(personal communication, 2016). After the initial drop test in Quidi Vidi, we performed 

reconstructive surgery on our Snatcher so that it would become more aesthetically pleasing and 

would read more as a reproductive system. During the deconstructing of the Snatcher, we found 

no plastics, thus indicating that our Snatcher was barren. After the Snatcher has fully recovered 

from its surgery, we hope to have a fully functioning plastic catching Snatcher.  
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Evaluation	Rubric	
	
Goals:  

 [   ] Can people – specifically those who live off local waters and country foods – opt to 

have food that is not contaminated with micro-plastics? 

 [   ] Do people in the community live without illness or negative health impacts that are 

connected to bioaccumulation of micro-plastics in the body?  

 [   ] Do people in the community live without illness or negative health impacts that are 

connected to bioaccumulation of micro-plastics in the body?  

Objectives: 

 [   ] Do people understand the impact of marine micro-plastics on communities? 

 [   ] Do people recognize the ways in which different groups are differentially and 

disproportionately impacted by marine micro-plastics? (i.e. those from rural 

communities, those who live off the land, those who are Indigenous, those who develop 

breastmilk and feed their young, those who give birth) 

 [   ] Is the capacity of those advocating for reproductive justice growing? 

Strategies: 

 [   ] Do those who have engaged with the technology ask questions about why there was 

a decision? Are people who engage with the technology asking questions about the 

technology looks the way it does? 

 [   ] Are people discussing the appearance of the technology with friends, family and 

community? 

 [   ] Is the technology being shared over social medias such as Twitter, Facebook and 

blogs?  

Tactics: 

 [   ] Do people recognize what the technology is supposed to look like? 

	
Table	3:	Evaluation	Rubric	

 

 

 


